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ith  Hurricane
Kaarina still fresh

in their minds,

devebopers, anch-

ects, and gov-

ervment officials call for betier
planning. tougher design stan-
dards, and smarter development
whaen rebudlding the Gull Coast.
Architect Mark Humphreys,
CECvof Dallas-based Humphneys
& Parners Anchitects, says he
knew something had o change
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when he saw the destruction of a
project he designed, the Legacy
Consdo Towers in Gulfport, Mis
“$o much of the development
I= &t sea level, so there are things
we st do in future planning o
ke it safer,” Humphneys says,
recommending building 10 feet
tia 15 fieet higher than normal and
putting parking below, He also
calls on devebopers to add nat-
ral sand dunes as buflers, up-
grade doors and windows, use
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concrete for exterior walls, and
builed hurricane rooms,
Although the  added  safe-
fuards  mean  exim o money,
Humphreys says his clients have
been eager to comply, “The cost
is mot & problem because it s a
marketing thing.” he says. “Buy-
ers, quite wisely, want 1o know
that the projiect is built 1o protect
them fram hurricanes,”
Humplireys isat the only one
who [ prosctive. In mid-

HMARD HIT: Hurricane Kairina's
devastation shows the need for
fougher building standards.

October, a team of 100 develop-
ment experts met with govem-
ment leaders for six days in
Bilowd, Miss. Dubbed the Missis-
sippl Renewal Forum. partici-
pants discussed how agencies
like the Federal Emergency Ma-
nagement Agency can enforce
tougher design standards, ac-
cording to the fomum Web site.

“The proposal we'll make o
FEMA ... is that they write a per-
formance code,” says  design
ream leader Andeés Duany. “The
code is this, The building has to
survive a Category 3 hurricane,
andl it has 1o dey our” Whether
you schieve that by ballding high
or building well doesn’t marter.”

The forum's information will
be given to local leaders during a
series of meetings with 11 towns
and three coastal communities,
acconding o the Web site,

An October study found that
e huirrhcane destroved 228,000
homes, or abour 45 percent of
New Oreans” metro housing
stack. acoonding o the Brookings
Instinution, a think tank in\Wash-
ingrom, DuC.

Brookings  found  that  the
storm wiped oul 3 percent
1 120,000 cwner-occupbed homes
and 56 percent (108000) rental
homes in New Orleans. The non-

WINTER 2008

profil sugpests imvesting nocon-
struction dollars inte building on
laarul, ouraging mew

the area and redeveloping
Bovwer o neighborbooads.

soott Schall, professor of civil
etigineering at Clenson Universi-
oy saws onsers shiouled ned cut cor-
ners (o get the houses built faswer
becawse the  wugher  building
cocdes will help prevent futre
devasintion.

“Your are replacing o home
built 25 years ago with one that
will require significam code up-
gracle . “But people
need these ougher standards.

So much of the [Gulf Coast] develop-

ment is at sea level, so there are

things we must do in future planning
to make it safer”’=-Mark Humphreys

This i mot thee lest sioem bostrike
New Cuileans. I isonly the latest,”
Past hurricanes have shown
that rebuilding will ke time. It
wok 11 years o meplce the
28,000 howmes destroyed by Hur-
ricane Amlrew in 1992, but the
bunilehing rdvestry ks optimistic,
“The evonomy has - ecnough
forwand  momentum - 0 get
throargh this crisis b gy good
shape,” says Dovid Sheders, the

chiel economist for NAHE,

Safie sy the sl
oo for the hodzsd
the Gulf Coast. “We will have
Fortify the ciey better” says Peter
Morici, an econ
at the Undversiry of Mo
“We rebulli San Francisco afier
the  earhquake and  oebuilt
Chicager after the fire, We ane
alsotak v se the n
bility of American capitalism.”




